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MEMORANDUM 


For: Ambassador Collins EYES ONLY 


1« At President Diem's request, I saw him early this 
morning. He said he needed 15,000, 000$ urgently to provide 
funds for Gao Dai troops, whose support he needed to reta in 
in the present situation. This money would be used as an 
advance to pay the troops of General Phuong and General The 
while they were awaiting full integration; he therefore 
needed the money only as a loan for a short time. The 
President has exhausted all his own funds except for 200,0000 
When asked whether he had previously requested this money, 
the President said that he had mentioned it to Mr. Fishel, 
but that it had not been the subject of an official request. 

2. There is a briefing of the Hoa Hao leaders at TRIM 
Thursday morning which will keep me away from your meeting. 




EDWARD G LANSDALE 
Colonel USAF 
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